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»Burning paper money”

Many countries have their own unique rituals. Today we will talk about the Chinese custom
of "burning paper money".

At every Ching Ming Festival (around the 5™ of April), Zhong Yuan Festival (the 15" of July
of the lunar calendar), Han Yi Festival (the first day of October of the lunar calendar), and the
death anniversary of relatives, we burn paper money for them. "Paper money", as the name implies,
is money made of paper, and there are paper coins, paper ingots and paper made to resemble
banknotes.

We believe that after death, our loved ones live in another world, which we call "the
underworld”. We give money to our loved ones by burning paper money in the hope that they will
suffer less in the underworld and will have enough food to eat.

Nowadays, the standard of living has improved, and people have cell phones, computers,
famous brands, cars, etc., so of course they want their loved ones who have passed away to be able
to have such things in the underworld as well. We started burning paper cell phones, paper
computers, paper clothes, paper cars, etc. People burn paper money to ease pain of missing their
loved ones in this way.
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